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danger in this our native place, and 
our numbers increased daily with- 
out fear or molestation, except 
when chance threw us in the road 
of the chace; but we considered 
that as no obstacle to our happiness, 
us we are by nature formed for such 
humane sports. Unfortunately for 
us, through the influence of some 
men of this parish, part of a yeo- 
manry corps has been raised ; we 
thought them still farther for the 
protection of us, and of his Majesty's 
jaws ; but alas ! how soon have we 
been convinced to the contrary ! 
We are every day in danger of b&- 
jog shot and murdered without 
mercy, since the arms were put in- 
to their hands. Too keenly do we 
feel the direful, effects of their wea- 
pons, in the loss of many of our 
numbers ; and unless a speedy stop 
be put to such lawless carnage, the 
race of hares in this parish will ve- 
ry soon become extinct. So thirsty 
are our persecutors for our blood, 
that when they do not go in quest 
oi us themselves, they wantonly 
lend their arms to their neighbours 
for the same purpose. How glo- 
rious would it be for men so fond of 
shedding blood, to volunteer their 
services against the forces of ty- 
rants! There tbey could show 
their valour, and not forfeit the 
laws of their country by murdering 
his majesty's loyal, but unoffending 
subjects. The wise Saxons made 
tbe punishment for the killing of 
game, for the 6rst offence the loss 
of the right arm, and for a 
second offence, the loss of life. 
Would to God such humane 
laws had always continued in force, 
as we were not made by the haud 
of divine Providence for the sport 
and amusement of the rabble, but 
for such as monarch*, dukes, lords, 
knights, squires, and clergymen ; 
these are the godlike race for 
whose entertainment we were 



formed, and far whose amuse 
ment we wish to lose our pre 
cioos lives Besides, tbe chace 
is of divine origin, as appears from 
E*au losing his father's bleating by 
continuing it too long : and « JJim- 
rod was a mighty hunter befoee the 
Lord." From tbe barbarian who 
hunts wild beasts, to the meek and 
humble Christian, who is in general 
contented with our timid race, th« 
chase has been the refined amuse- 
ment of every age ; and We hum- 
bly pray that all of you who can 
boast of such a refinement, will use 
your endeavours to cause the yeo- 
manry of this parish to leave their 
arms in some depot, for the safety 
and preservation of our lives, untit 
more heroic deeds of valour may 
call them into action. Tbe wis- 
dom of government in prohibit- 
ing tbe carrying of arms for some 
time past, was of more utility to us 
than all the game laws enacted since 
the reign of William L of Eng- 
land. 

Signed, by order 6f our body, 

K IRWIN, 

Feb. 19, 1814. 

To tic Pnfrutari tf the Bclfart Magaxrm. 

Gentlemen, 

I CONSIDER prisons as useful 
and necessary for the proper 
regulation of society as the laws 
themselves ; but I think if they were 
upon a different establishment from 
what they are at present in this 
country, it would be of utility both 
to society and the individuals con- 
fined. It would tend to the dimi- 
nution of public expense, if the 
prisons were enlarged, or built with, 
houses in the form of a barrack, so 
that every person could work at 
some-trade or occupation, and the com- 
munity at large would not lose the 
industrious exertions of from 40 to 
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60 persons ii» each county jail. If 
each person was compelled to work 
8 hours in the day, no mauer of what 
raikk or station tbey were, it would 
help to cheer those heavy hours of 
despondency that the mind labours 
under at being in a place sequester- 
ed from their lam lies and connex- 
ions. If they wished to do more, 
I would feave that to their own 
choice, as, to the honest and in- 
dustrious man,, or woman, it would 
he a pleasure to work, while to the 
idle or profligate it would be a pun- 
ishment Tbe amount of the unmar- 
ried prisoners' work might He in 
the treasurer's hands, or at least 
so much as would pay the jait fees; 
as I knew a young man, and two 
others who had families, who were 
confined- three months each, for 
want of the jail fees. What must 
their families have suffered for want 
of their industry ! On- the conira- 
ry had: they got working all the 
time, their families wouW not hare 
suffered so much from their absence, 
and the young man could have paid 
hj» fees in half the time. This 
plan would also be of great use in 
amending the morals of manv in- 
dividuals, who- are committed to 



prison, and who, for want of being 
usefully employed, and from associ- 
ating with other vicious characters, 
come out more depraved than when 
they went in. Many of these persons 
are scarcely out of jail, until they 
are again committed ; and as prisons 
are too frequently nurseries for 
idlers, they think little of going 
back,; but if they were forced to 
work, they would avoid returning. 
I also think that if those under sen- 
tence of transportation were made 
to work 12 hours in the day, for the 
benefit of the jail, it would deter 
them much more than sending them 
to another country, it would save 
government from a great ex- 
pense, and when their term of im- 
prisonment was expired, they might 
become good and useful members of 
society. Indeed in this case they 
would require their victuals dressed 
for them, and pretty good ffesh. 
meat, at least three times a week. 
I have no doubt but that a better 
method might be pointed out; but 
I think my ptan would be superior 
to the present state ot prisons in 
this country. 

U.H. 
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MEMOIRS OF MRS. CHAPONE. 

" So may tome gentle muse 
With lucky words favour my destined 
urn, 
And as she passes turn, 
And bid fair peace be to my sable 
shroud." 

H^HE design in presenting exam- 
ples of women whose endow- 
ments or whose conduct has (reflect- 
ed lustre on the sex, has been to 
excite a noble emulation in the 
cause of truth, virtue, and philoso- 



phy. Io the execution of this de- 
sign, an attempt has been frequent- 
ly made to interest the readers of 
the Belfast Magazine, by exhibit- 
ing those minute delineations of 
character which are replete wiih 
instruction, especially to tbe young- 
er "part of the female sex, whose 
minds have not grown old in folly, 
and whose intellectual faculties 
have not been blighted and wither- 
ed by the pestilential sirocco of 
vanitj- and frivolity, before they 



